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His Majesty Emperor Naruhito of Japan,
Tokyo.

Queen Suthida and | are truly shocked and deeply saddened,
Your Majesty, that Japan should be struck by two successive calamitous incidents
over the New Year period. The Ishikawa earthquake and tsunami, the severest inflicted
on Japan in over a decade, caused dozens to lose their lives, with so many still to be
found under the rubble of collapsed homes and buildings. The scale of destruction
not only evokes nightmarish memories of Fukushima in 2011 but it also rekindles
apprehension and sense of uncertainty about unknown future earthquakes that may
yet lie in wait.

We join the people of Japan, Your Majesty, in mourning the loss of
the five coastguards in the aircraft collision at Haneda Airport. We must nonetheless
give thanks for the flawless safety procedure which enabled all the hundreds of
passengers to escape safely from the conflagration of the burning airline.

Our prayers and, indeed, our hearts go out to all our friends in Japan
during these times of sadness and challenge. We wish to express to Your Majesty our
sincerest sympathy and condolences for the losses from the two tragic incidents.

(M.R.) Maha Vajiralongkorn R.
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